The position of an Episcopal Church Women, Deanery Director, is vital to the success of the organization in the diocese.  In the Diocese of Southwest Florida, we endeavor to have a director for each of the seven deaneries. This is the story of our Deanery Director for the Manasota Deanery. 

MY ECW JOURNEY….SO FAR
        When my family moved to Sarasota from Baltimore, MD in November of 2010, I had no idea whatsoever that the organization, Episcopal Church Women (ECW), existed. It surprised me, even more, to find out it was a national organization.
        Upon joining the Church of the Nativity, Sarasota, I was taken under the wings of our two matriarchs, Irene Wernick and Elizabeth (Liz) Stoner. They loved and encouraged me to participate in several church activities. Essentially, they became my Florida “moms”. Through them, I expanded my circle of friends at Nativity as well as my understanding of ECW.  
        Basically, I found out that every baptized woman in The Episcopal Church is an Episcopal Church Woman. We exist simply so that together we may accomplish more than each of us might singly attempt and that we may have the joy of fellowship as we work together. (ECW Handbook). I especially like the joy and camaraderie when we gather as a board, a deanery, or annually.
        Whether you are a member of or support the Altar Guild, Flower Guild, choir, coffee hour, receptions, Daughters of the King, and any in-reach or outreach programs, you are ECW! You support the women of your parish, your parish, your community, and the world. I have also found that your support in any area is very much appreciated.
        I will admit that I felt some trepidation about being a member of an “organization” as my journey continues. But, here’s the thing, my ECW journey is meshing with my spiritual journey to have a personal relationship with God. Through the power and prayer and conversation, I eventually end up in a calmer state and a gentle peace comes over me. There was a lot of prayer involved at each step in my journey.
        I attended my first meeting at Nativity in early September of 2011. I attended my first Fall Combined Deanery Meeting later that month. My first attendance at an ECW Annual Meeting was in 2014. As I met with many women from other parishes over the years I began to be more involved with ECW.
        Nativity’s ECW leadership group operates as a Steering Committee. I became the meeting note-taker, as well as doing write-ups of activities for our parish bulletin and/or newsletter.
        When Jeanne Colwell resigned from her position as Manasota Deanery Director in September of 2019, it was the first time I was approached to become the new Deanery Director. I turned down the offer at that time. However, I got involved anyway when I agreed to sort and organize two crates of ECW material that Jeanne had collected over her years and to move the Manasota Deanery flag to Nativity. I believe it was Irene Wernick who suggested I take on the project.
        A short time later, Michelle Schombs, at the time the President-Elect of ECW Diocese of Southwest Florida, approached me with a modified offer. Would I please consider completing Jeanne’s last year of her three-year term? After much prayer, I accepted that offer. 
        Upon Irene’s departure for Massachusetts in June of 2020, I became the ECW Contact at Nativity. And I began leading our Steering Committee. 
        From November 2019 to November 2020 as a Deanery Director and member of the ECW Diocese Executive Board, I realized how widespread we are as an organization and gained more insight into how much the women of our parishes are accomplishing. I wanted to do more! Here’s where the trepidation and prayer and conversations came into play again as well as the support and encouragement of Liz and Irene. I agreed to be nominated for a three-year term as the Manasota Deanery Director. 
I was elected at the Annual Meeting in November of 2020. Between June and November of 2020, I was able to turn over leading Nativity’s Steering Committee to someone else. And I am very thankful she stepped forward.
        Some, or many of you, seem to get wrapped up in the meetings you have to attend. But, guess what, at the Parish level whether you have a single leader as your ECW Contact Person, a Steering Committee, or if you want to go the whole “officers” route, that topic is entirely up to you! Beyond the parish level, the Executive Board encourages anyone at your parish who is interested to attend a deanery meeting in January or February, the Fall Combined Deanery Meeting in September or October, and the Annual Meeting in November. For me, the best part of these three meetings is the time of sharing ideas. What works at one parish may work for another. I love to see the networking going on! 
        As my journey continues, I am very grateful for the love and support of my own family, my church family, the contacts I have made with the 13 parishes within my deanery, the other Deanery Directors, and the Officers and Committee Chairs of the Executive Board.
        So, I hope all of you realize that you are ECW! I pray that, as your journeys continue, you know you have my love, prayer, and support.

Your sister in Christ,
Nancy Monti,
Manasota Deanery Director

